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Section 1 – Executive Summary 
 
Rich & Associates have been asked to complete a parking study for the City of Adrian.  This 
study is intended to quantify and qualify the parking needs for the downtown district and 
determine if additional parking is needed and if so, the magnitude of the additional need.  If it is 
determined an additional lot or structure is needed, the study will also investigate the best 
location for the supplemental parking and how it will provide additional benefit to the 
community. 
 

Scope of Work 

Rich and Associates spent one day in Adrian meeting with the City and members of the parking 
committee to discuss current and future parking needs.  Our staff also conducted an analysis of 
parking utilization of select on-street and off-street parking spaces in the study area.  This 
information, will be used to project current and near-term parking demand. 
 

Study Area 

The area analyzed in this study is a 21-block area in downtown Adrian.  The study area 
boundaries are highlighted on Map 1 on page 2. 
 

Methodology 

The level of existing activity downtown and the potential for even more business activity from 
new development has necessitated a thorough review of the parking system.  For this reason, 
the study undertaken in Adrian has employed a methodology pioneered by Rich and Associates 
which considers the existing and future land uses and quantifies the parking demand as it 
exists currently and as it can be expected to exist with new development and greater occupancy 
of existing real estate.  This then can provide the community with the necessary information to 
make an informed decision on the best course of action to pursue. 
 
In order to assess the parking needs, Rich and Associates has relied upon a methodology that 
includes a series of steps: 
 
 Quantifying and qualifying the amount of parking that services downtown Adrian. 

 Conducting turnover and occupancy counts of parking in the downtown district for a 
selected date (Thursday, December 6, 2018) which provided actual utilization of the parking 
to be used as a benchmark for the demand model.  

 Quantifying the existing and potential square footage by land use within the defined study 
area. 

 Quantifying the need for parking through the use of surveys and collection of other 
information that provide relevant characteristics for the parking demand model. 
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Map 1 – Study area here 
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Summary Results 
 
Downtown Adrian has a total of 2,168 available parking spaces within the defined study area.  
Of these, just 33 percent (723) are publicly available meaning that they are available to anyone 
regardless of their destination.  With two-thirds of the parking privately controlled, this may 
create perceptions of insufficient parking because these private spaces are only available to 
customers or staff of the owning or controlling entity.   
 
An occupancy analysis conducted on Thursday December 6, 2018 showed that at peak time 
(11:00 am to 12:00 noon) just 45 percent of the total downtown parking supply was occupied at 
peak time. This figure however may be misleading because: 
 
1. There is nearly 130,000 square feet of existing building area that is currently vacant 

2. On the day that the occupancy count was conducted there wasn’t a performance at the 
Croswell Opera House which likely has a more significant impact on evening parking needs.   
There also was not an event at the Armory which is also likely to impact parking when it has 
weekend or evening activities and could also have afternoon events. 

3. Even without the evening impact from the Croswell and Armory, daytime demand would 
likely be higher during the warmer months. 

 
Existing Daytime 

Rich used the occupancy counts conducted on Thursday, December 6, 2018 as a template but 
increased each observation by 15 percent to demonstrate likely conditions as they may be 
experienced during the daytime hours during the warmer months. The peak occupancy 
experienced during the counts was 909± spaces occupied that would be expected to be 1,045± 
occupied spaces after the 15 percent adjustment. With this as the target, Rich calculated the 
daytime parking to be very close to this target with 1,069± spaces as the calculated parking 
demand. The calculated demand was determined by applying appropriate parking generation 
rates from Rich’s shared-use model for each land use to the allocated square footage based on 
City provided square footage information and Rich & Associates downtown building inventory.    
 
The 1,069± space calculated demand compared against the 2,168-space parking supply 
suggests that there is a surplus of more than 1,000 spaces (1,099). This surplus figure however 
is slightly misleading because it assumes that spaces unused in private parking areas are 
available to anyone, even if that business is not their destination. Rich & Associates therefore 
discounts these “extra” private spaces by first applying the parking demand on each block to 
private supply on each block.  Any extra spaces then are discarded from the calculation 
because they generally are not available to patrons from adjoining blocks or businesses.   
 
With this correction, the “gross” surplus is reduced from 1,099± spaces to just 371± spaces on 
the “net” basis. 
 
Existing Evening 

Using historical attendance figures for the Croswell Opera House and square footage and 
patron capacity for the Armory, Rich has calculated potential evening impact on downtown 
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parking needs from these two facilities added to existing evening demand adjusted by 15 
percent. These changes would result in evening demand in Downtown Adrian peaking at 
approximately 7:00 pm with 1,170± spaces occupied. This would mean a “gross” surplus of 
998± spaces but just 174± spaces on the more appropriate “net” basis. 
 
Future Demand 
 
Based on City provided square footage data and Rich & Associates downtown building 
inventory, there is approximately 133,000 square feet of vacant building space within the 
downtown.  Because the City, at this point, has not provided any definitive plans for any existing 
vacant space, Rich assumes re-occupancy of some of this space to occur over the next five to 
10 years. For the future needs, Rich assumes that the existing building space will remain in its 
existing configuration and that within five years, 40 percent of the vacant square footage will be 
re-occupied which will increase to 80 percent within 10 years. 
 
These adjustments mean that within five years, at peak time in the evening, the parking demand 
is projected to increase by 108± spaces to 1,278± spaces needed. This level of parking demand 
compared against the available parking supply would mean a gross surplus of 890± spaces and 
a “net” surplus of just 117± spaces (discounting surplus private parking).  
 
Within 10 years the re-occupancy of up to 80 percent of the vacant space would mean that the 
gross surplus (total parking supply minus total parking demand) is reduced down to 783± 
spaces.  Deducting surplus private spaces from the calculation would mean that the net surplus 
would be reduced to just 47± spaces. Both the five-year and 10-year projection factors also 
assume that the existing parking supply will remain in its present form with no reductions nor 
increases in either public or private parking. 
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Summary Recommendations 
 
Existing conditions suggests that the overall parking supply should be sufficient to 
accommodate existing and near-term conditions given the level of development and rate of re-
occupancy of vacant space anticipated at this time.  However, for an efficient use of the existing 
supply and a parking system that both appears inviting and functions appropriately, Rich has a 
number of recommendations. 
 
1. Signage 

1.1. Sign Public Lots 

1.2. Develop and Install Directional Signs 

1.3. Develop & Install Wayfinding Signs. 

2. Develop a program for shared-use.  Acquire additional parking by working with private 
businesses for use of surplus private parking.   
 
a) One option would be to encourage businesses either individually or through the DDA to 
permit use of surplus parking by specified employees freeing up public parking for 
downtown customers and visitors.    
 
b) Alternatively, and where possible, work with businesses where private lots are reserved 
for their staff and customer use during business hours, but then signed and used as public 
parking during non-business hours (nights and weekends). 

 

2.1   Future Parking – Seek cooperation to accommodate increased demand resulting from 
higher building occupancy through shared-use opportunities. 

3. Two-hour On-street parking. Sign key on-street spaces (Main & Maumee) as two-hour 
parking. 

4. Enforcement 

4.1. Recruit and Train Volunteers to perform Enforcement Function 

4.2. Change the Fine Schedule with higher fines and escalation for multiple infractions 

4.3. Initially Issue only Courtesy Tickets during first few weeks of transition 

5. Improve the security of downtown parking.   While an improved police presence may 
generate a more secure perception, budgets may not allow additional staffing.  In this case, 
passive methods such as improved lot lighting, landscaping that does not screen parking 
areas, appropriate well-lit pathways between parking and destinations should be developed. 

6. Stripe on-street stalls.  On-street parking stalls should be uniformly marked to indicate that 
parking is permitted in designated locations on-street.  Marking the stalls allows cars to be 
parked efficiently to maximize the use of the curb space.  Most communities in Rich’s 
experience use a designated stall length of 23 feet.  This should be the standard 
implemented for all on-street parking in Adrian. 
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7. Allocate short-stay parking stalls.  Some businesses may cater to or have a need for very 
short stays (less than 15 minutes).  Best practices are that rather than designate an on-
street space for a specific business to instead designate short-term (15-minute spaces) as 
either the first or last spaces on a block.  As such, these spaces must be properly signed as 
well as enforced to prevent someone from parking in these spaces for extended periods. 

8. Overnight Parking for Residents – Develop a program where residents (particularly living 
above commercial businesses) can be allowed to park overnight.   Preferably this would be 
in off-street lots but could be allowed on a limited basis to include on-street spaces.   This 
would require acquisition of a permit and if on-street, relocation of the vehicle to an off-
street lot by a set time (i.e. 8:00 or 9:00 am).  This would be intended so that residents’ cars 
are not occupying necessary parking for commercial businesses. 
 

 Table ES1- Recommendation Summary 
 
 

 

Rec # Recommendation Time Frame Responsibility
1.0 Signage

1.1 Public Lots 6 - 12 Months City & DDA
1.2 Direction Signs To be Determined City & DDA
1.3 Wayfinding Signs To be Determined City & DDA

2.0 Develop Shared Use Program 6 - 12 Months City & DDA
a) Surplus Private Parking used by 

Certain Employees
b) Surplus Private Spaces used as 

public parking during off-hours
2.1 Future Parking To be Determined City & DDA

3.0 Two-Hour on-street Parking To be Determined City
4.0 Improved Enforcement To be Determined City & Police Dept.

4.1 Recruit & Train Volunteers
4.2 Change Fine Schedule
4.3 Initially issue only Courtesy Tickets

5.0 Improved Security Downtown Immediate City
6.0 On-street stalls striped (23 feet) Immediate City
7.0 On-street short stay parking As Needed City & DDA

8.0
Develop Program for Overnight 
Parking for Residents 6 - 12 Months City & DDA

Recommendation Summary
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Section 3 - Recommendations 
 
Introduction 
 
While the comparison of parking needed versus the amount of parking supplied does not 
suggests a need to immediately add more parking, future development requires a more “wait 
and see” approach. Even though it appears that the amount of parking is not an issue, more 
than half (57%) of customer/visitor survey respondents indicated that they did not think that 
there is enough parking downtown. These results suggest that there may be an issue with how 
the parking is managed and controlled. Therefore, the recommendations being presented focus 
on changes that the City can make that will make the parking not only more user-friendly but 
also help with making the parking system function more effectively and efficiently. The changes 
being suggested recognize that Adrian, like many municipalities will have neither an unlimited 
budget nor unlimited resources such as staffing to implement and monitor these changes.  
Instead, the recommendations follow a considered approach for implementing some necessary 
changes in a measured and careful way. The community must understand that these changes 
recognize that parking deficiencies did not occur overnight and solutions cannot be 
implemented overnight.      
 
1. Signage 
 
1.1 Public Lot Signs 
 
Discussion:  Currently there is no signage indicating whether City-owned parking lots are public.  
While many local residents may be comfortable understanding where these facilities are, 
person’s unfamiliar with the downtown are not so sure which creates a level of apprehension 
that they may be ticketed or towed for parking illegally. Signage that indicates that a parking 
area is available for public parking must be provided at the entrance of the appropriate parking 
areas. Time limits (if implemented), hours of operation and a lot name should be indicated on 
the sign. Public lots function most effectively if rather than designate lots with a letter or 
number, the lot should have a name. This helps with giving directions to someone and 
navigating to the lot. Rich estimates that a full signage program (lot signs, direction signs and 
wayfinding signs) may costs between $25,000 and $40,000. 
 
Action:  Develop signage program for all public lots.   
Give names to lots such as for example, Farmer’s 
Market Lot, City Hall Lot, Church Street Lot, North 
Winter Street Lot and South Winter Street Lot. 
 
Responsibility:  City and DDA 
 
Time Frame:  6 – 12 Months 
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1.2 Direction Signs 
 
Discussion:  A proper signage program 
has signs of a consistent font, logo and 
color to indicate the availability and 
location of public parking. While Rich 
believes that the first choice should be to 
sign the public lots, as budgets allow 
Rich would recommend that the 
additional signs be placed at key 
locations (entrances to downtown and at 
intersections and other decision points) 
directing drivers to available public 
parking. 
 
Action:  As budgets permit, develop additional signs to direct patrons to available public 
parking. 
 
Responsibility:  City and DDA 
 
Time Frame:  To be determined (budgets). 
 
 
1.3 Wayfinding Signs 
 
Discussion:  A third classification of critical 
signs are wayfinding signs. One type is 
vehicle wayfinding which are located at 
various locations to direct patrons to key 
downtown destinations and parking. A 
second type are pedestrian wayfinding 
typically located at pedestrian exits from 
parking areas and along primary pedestrian 
pathways. 
 
Action:  As budgets permit, begin to develop and install wayfinding 
signs throughout downtown. 
 
Responsibility:  City and DDA 
 
Time Frame:  To be determined as budgets permit. 
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2. Shared Parking 
 
Discussion:  The analysis has indicated that in total the downtown parking supply should be 
sufficient to accommodate near-term needs. However, during the evening hours when there are 
events at the Croswell and/or the Armory, use of normally vacant private parking could provide 
additional convenient parking to patrons or staff. This would require the City and DDA working 
with private lot owners to allow use of their unused parking. This could take either the form 
where private lots are designated for use by employees of specific businesses so that the 
private lot is not necessarily “public” or alternatively signing and promoting the privately-owned 
lot as available public parking during nights and weekends and restricting it for private use at 
other hours. 
 
Action:  Determine which private lots could be used as additional parking and when. If only as 
employee parking, City and/or DDA should determine how to manage permitted users.   
Alternatively, if allowed as public parking during off hours, City may need to develop additional 
signs for placement at each lot. 
 
Responsibility:  City and DDA 
 
Time Frame:  6 - 12 months 
 
 
 
2.1 Future Parking 
 
Discussion:  While the analysis has shown that during the daytime hours, there should be 
sufficient parking available, evening activities and the projected re-occupancy of existing vacant 
buildings will put additional pressure on the existing parking supply.  Rich has prepared 
projections assuming 40 percent of 133,000 square feet of vacant space is re-occupied in five 
years. This shows that Downtown Adrian would have approximately 1,000 surplus spaces on 
the gross basis but just 338± spaces during the daytime hours on the net basis which assumes 
that surplus private parking is not included.  During the evening (assuming events at the 
Cromwell Opera House and Armory), the gross surplus would be reduced to just under 900± 
spaces while the “net” surplus is down to just 117± spaces. 
 
For the 10-year forecast which assumes that 80 percent of the 133,000 vacant square feet is re-
occupied, the evening surplus would show 783 spaces on the gross basis but just 47± spaces 
on the net basis.   
 
Action: Because there are significant surpluses of parking when calculating parking demand 
versus supply on the gross basis (total demand minus total supply) this suggests an 
opportunity to use existing parking more efficiently.    The much smaller calculated surpluses 
(net basis) are a result of not including surplus private spaces in the calculations.   If these 
spaces can be used through agreements to have private businesses share surplus parking with 
employees from adjacent businesses rather than have unaccommodated staff park in public 
parking, this could free up additional public parking for downtown customers and visitors.  The 
fact that the more significant issues (smaller surpluses) would occur during the evening hours 
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when many businesses will have closed for the day suggests that this use of surplus private 
parking should be investigated further before developing additional parking. 
 
Responsibility:  City and DDA 
 
Time Frame:  to be determined 
 
 
 
3. Two-Hour On-Street Parking 
 
Discussion:  On-street parking in front of many businesses is often 
seen as the most convenient parking. As long as traffic volumes and 
speeds are not perceived as a hindrance in being able to access these 
spaces, they will often be the preferred choice for many patrons.   
However, when too high a proportion of the on-street spaces are 
occupied as a result of employees (or others) parking for extended 
periods, this creates a perception of insufficient parking. Currently, 
much of the on-street parking along Maumee and Main Streets is 
signed as Customer Parking Only. Although the Adrian Code of 
Ordinances (Sec. 90 – 98) restricts on-street parking to three hours and 
restricts cars from moving from one spot to another to avoid the time 
limitation, the three-hour limit is not stated on signs. Best practices are 
that the most convenient on-street parking to shops and businesses should be limited to two-
hours in order to encourage turnover. 
 
Action:  At a minimum designate parking along Maumee Street and Main Street as two-hour 
parking.    
 
Responsibility:  City 
 
Time Frame:  To be determined since may require implementation of enforcement 
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4. Parking Enforcement 
 
Discussion:  A well-run parking system requires a level of enforcement in order to ensure that 
the parking operates as intended. When parking is not enforced, frequently downtown 
employees will take the most convenient parking to the detriment of downtown customers and 
visitors. Enforcement is a two-part process. Not only must violators of the rules and regulations 
be penalized through a parking citation, but the fine structure must be high enough to 
discourage ignoring the rules and that there be a mechanism for collection in order for the 
enforcement function to work. Parking enforcement need not be done all day every day but can 
be accomplished on a random basis if the fine structure and collection of violations is 
sufficiently high. If a fine is too low and/or the probability of being caught is low, some 
employees will simply ignore the rules and consider a $15.00 fine every few weeks as the cost 
of their parking. If cars are cited, but there is no follow-up for payment of the citations, again the 
rules will be ignored. Such a program without full-time enforcement, may require a fine structure 
where subsequent violations carry a higher fine but also when cars are discovered with multiple 
un-paid fines, they can be towed or “booted”.  Additionally, Michigan law allows municipal 
jurisdictions to report to the Secretary of State that someone has three unpaid parking citations 
and the State will then prevent renewal of their Michigan Driver’s License. The Michigan Vehicle 
Code also allows for municipal jurisdictions to use persons other than police officers as 
volunteers if properly trained to perform parking enforcement functions. The general intent of 
enforcement is not to penalize every violation but to discourage the habitual offender. For this 
reason, if someone innocently overstays the time limit, the first citation is typically 
recommended to be a courtesy ticket which thanks them for visiting downtown Adrian but 
carries no penalty. Any subsequent violations within a defined time period (for example, six 
months) generally result in the standard fine amounts. 
 
Action:  1) Because of the concern that budgets may not allow for either full or even part-time 

paid enforcement staff, begin the process to recruit and train volunteers for the 
parking enforcement function. This is permitted so long as it is not in violation of any 
collective bargaining agreement between the City and its police department. These 
individuals should not only be trained in the rules and regulations of parking 
enforcement but also trained to act as downtown ambassadors to direct patrons to 
parking and other key destinations.    

  
2) Develop a fine structure that escalates subsequent parking violations within a 

defined time period.  
 
3) During the first few weeks of any enhanced enforcement, Rich would also 

recommend that all citations issued simply be courtesy tickets to inform the 
community that stricter enforcement is being implemented.   

 
1st Violation Courtesy Ticket 
2nd Violation $15.00 (if paid within 48 hours, $25.00 if paid within 7 days or $30.00 after 7 days). 
3rd Violation $20.00 (if paid within 48 hours, $30.00 if paid within 7 days or $35.00 after 7 days). 
4th or more Violation $30.00 (if paid within 48 hours, $40.00 after 7 days).  A person collecting 4 
or more violations is obviously ignoring the rules and should be penalized as such. 
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Responsibility:  City & Police Department 
 
Time Frame:  To be determined. Will require development of training program and for the City to 
modify the ordinance for parking fine structure. 
 
5. Security 
 
Discussion:  Survey responses from both customers/visitors and some businesses indicated 
that there is some perception that downtown security may be lacking. Security is all about 
perception. If someone feels that either they or their vehicle are not safe parking in a particular 
area, they will not use it and may not use services downtown. Similarly, if the path from the 
parking to their destination creates any issues of personal safety, the parking area again won’t 
be used. While, to many, the only solution may be to have a visible police presence, it may not be 
possible due to budgetary constraints to staff more officers for the downtown. In this case, 
implementing more passive improvements such as improved lighting in lots and along 
pathways, limiting landscaping around lots which creates potential hiding places and increases 
lines of site can help. Consolidating parking such that restaurant staff leaving later in the 
evening can park together in a well-lit area and leave together can improve parking security 
while at the same time leaving the on-street parking for customers. 
 
Action:  Begin evaluating public parking areas for possible improvements in lighting, 
landscaping and pathways. Work with private businesses for similar improvements.  If parking 
enforcement is implemented as noted in item 4 above, the enforcement staff acting as parking 
ambassadors can also be a visible presence on the downtown streets and in lots to add to the 
perception of security.    
 
Responsibility:  City 
 
Time Frame:  Immediate 
 
 
6. Stripe On-Street Parking Stalls (23 feet) 
 
Discussion:  Defining on-street parking with marked stalls not only helps in the indication that 
parking is permitted but also helps for a more efficient use of the valuable curb space.  When 
on-street parking stalls are not striped, cars may park leaving too much room between vehicles 
or squeeze into a spot making it difficult for another driver to leave their stall.  Marking the stalls 
to be properly sized can maximize the capacity of the available curb length with functional 
spaces. Also, where stalls are already defined and once new stalls are marked, the City should 
monitor their condition annually so that any repainting of stall markings can be budgeted for 
and performed. 
 
Action:  Where on-street parking is intended but not currently striped, paint stall markings.   Rich 
has determined from a sample examination of codes that 23 feet is the preferred length for 
stalls. 
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Responsibility:  City 
 
Time Frame:  Immediate.  Take advantage of warmer months to implement. 
 
 
7. Short-Term Parking 
 
Discussion:  Certain businesses such as dry cleaners, coffee shops, pizza shops etc. often have 
a need for close, short-term parking. Where such businesses do not have their own lot, but 
instead rely upon on-street parking, best practices are not to designate spaces for specific 
businesses but to designate one or two spaces at either end of a block face as short-term (15 
minute) parking. These are intended for use by any patron needing a short-term stop. The 
number of these spaces however, should be limited since enforcement of them is virtually 
impossible as a limited enforcement staff cannot constantly monitor these spaces but they 
instead rely more on the “honor system”.   
 
Action:  Add short-term spaces at the end of blocks but only as needed.  Properly sign the stalls 
as short-term (15-minute parking only).   
 
Responsibility:  City & DDA 
 
Time Frame:  As needed 
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8. Overnight Parking 
 
Discussion:  Residents living above commercial businesses may not be provided a parking 
place associated with their dwelling unit.   These residents may be forced to use public parking 
for storage of their personal vehicles.   While the preferred option would be to use off-street 
parking, proximity of an available public lot may not be convenient for some units, particularly if 
arriving home later at night.    
 
Action:  Develop a permit program for overnight parking.  Residential units close to public lots 
should be directed to primarily use those.  In some cases, a resident living near a public lot but 
arriving home late at night may prefer to park on the street adjacent to their residence and this 
may be allowed on a limited basis for up to 20 nights per year.    For units that are not close to 
public parking, overnight parking on City streets could be permitted on an on-going basis since 
the spaces are generally not used overnight.    In both cases, the vehicle would have to be 
removed by a defined time period (for example 8:00 am or 9:00 am) so that the vehicles are not 
occupying a public space needed by commercial businesses during business hours.   This may 
mean that Monday through Saturday the vehicle would have to be removed by the stated time, 
but could be allowed to remain parked on Sundays past the defined time.   However, the 
residents should be required to register their vehicle with the police department for overnight 
parking.  Thus, a vehicle registered for overnight parking but found on the street past the 
defined time, could be cited.   This helps prevent abandoned vehicles left on the street and can 
deter other crimes.  The intent is also so that on-street parking does not become long-term 
storage for multiple vehicles of residents.   Residents having an overnight guest should be 
allowed to simply call the police department and register the vehicle for overnight parking.   This 
could come with an initial limitation (i.e. up to three nights) and if longer, an additional call is 
required.    Acquisition of a permit should come with the understanding that overnight parking 
on downtown streets would not be permitted during snow events so that the City may efficiently 
clear the streets.    
 
In Appendix C, Rich has provided example overnight parking regulations from the Village of 
Arlington Heights, Illinois; City of Grand Haven, Michigan and City of Plymouth, Michigan.   
Rich & Associates recently completed a parking study in the Village of Arlington Heights but 
please note, this regulation was not provided by Rich. 
 
 
Responsibility:  City & DDA 
 
Time Frame:  6 – 12 months 
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Appendix C – Overnight Parking Regulations examples 
 

Village of Arlington Heights, Illinois 
 

Overnight Parking on Village Streets 

Parking is not allowed on Village streets from 2:00 a.m. through 5:00 a.m. daily. In addition, no 

parking is allowed on Village streets after two inches of snowfall, until such time that the 

street is completely cleared of snow.  If you or your guests need to park on a street overnight, 

please inform the Police Department to avoid getting a ticket 847.368.5300. 

Overnight Guest Parking Downtown 

Guest parking permits are only for purchase by Arlington Heights residents in multi-family 

dwellings located in the Downtown area that may need occasional parking accommodations 

for their guests. Proof of residency is required in order to obtain permits. Each permit is 

$2.00.  

 

Please review the Rules and Regulations listed below and complete the Downtown Overnight 

Guest Parking Permit form. The Guest Permit is only valid in the Underground Garage, 35 S. 

Evergreen Avenue or the Vail Garage, 22 S. Vail Avenue. 

 

Permits must be purchased weekdays 8:00 a.m. through 5:00 p.m. at the Finance Department, 

located on the first floor of Village Hall or after 5:00 p.m. on weekdays, weekends or holidays 

from the Police Station. 

 

Regulations for Downtown Overnight Guest Parking: 

 Each permit is a single use permit good for one overnight stay. Permit is valid starting at 
12:00 p.m. on the date that is scratched off and ends at 12:00 p.m. the following day. 

 Each permit is valid in any designated Permit Parking space in the Underground garage 
or any designated Permit Parking space on the 4th Floor in the Vail garage. 

 Only eight guest permits will be sold to each Arlington Heights address per month. 
Permits cannot be combined to exceed eight stays per month. 

 The permit must be displayed in the Driver’s side rear window facing outward. An 
adhesive strip is provided. If necessary, use additional tape to secure in window. 
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 Back-in parking is prohibited. All vehicles must fit within the designated permit spaces in 
the garage. Commercial vehicles are not permitted. 

 Using more than eight permits during a month without written permission, failure to 
display permit properly, parking in wrong space/garage, or tampering with permit will 
result in a fine and loss of parking privileges. 

 Issuance of Overnight Parking Permits is at the sole discretion of the Village. Issuance 
of a permit once does not guarantee issuance of any permits in the future. 

Monthly Overnight Parking Permits for Downtown Residents 

The Village has a parking permit program to assist Downtown Arlington Heights residents that 

do not have adequate parking in their buildings. This program does not apply to buildings that 

have existing parking agreements with the Village.  

The number of permits available is limited so only one permit can be purchased per 

household. Permits will be issued for the Vail Avenue Garage only. Permits cost $50.00 per 

month and can be purchased on either a monthly or quarterly basis. Permits will be sold on a 

first come first serve basis.  

 

Please read the rules below for this permit program and be prepared to provide the 

information required at the time of permit purchase.  

 

Rules for Overnight Parking in the Vail Garage: 

 Only motorized vehicles licensed for independent travel on roads are allowed to park in 
the Vail Garage. All vehicles parked in the garage must be properly maintained and in 
good working order. No vehicle repairs are to be conducted in the garage and no storage 
of vehicles is permitted. 

 The Village is not responsible for providing parking for vehicles that do not fit within the 
designated permit spaces in the garage. 

 Permits issued by the Village for use of the parking spaces must be displayed in the 
proper manner as determined by the Village. Failure to do so will be in violation of Village 
ordinances and subject to fines and fees. 

 Proof of residency at one of the designated multi-family buildings in the Village is 
required. For reverse commuters, proof of employment in the Village is required. 

 Only one overnight parking permit will be issued for the garage from the Village per 
address (unit number) per month. 

 Commercial vehicles are not permitted. 
 Residents must provide vehicle registration information, their driver’s license, home 

address and telephone number. 
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 Parking will be for the Vail Garage at the Village’s discretion based on availability. 
Issuance of a permit for one month does not guarantee issuance for any future months. 

 

 

City of Grand Haven, Michigan 
 
Resident Parking Registration 
Resident parking permits are only available to long-term downtown residents for $120.00 per 
year or $10.00 per month (pro- rated). Residents may obtain either a resident parking permit or a 
transferable parking permit. 

1. Downtown overnight parking registration must be completed at the City of Grand Haven 

Clerk/Treasurer’s Office located at 519 Washington Avenue. 

2. New applicants must provide: 

 Proof of vehicle registration. 

 Proof of residence in downtown district. 

 Contact number for landlord, if applicable. 

3. The residential permit shall be hung from the rearview mirror of the vehicle. 

 This permit is non-transferrable. 

 This permit is valid only for the calendar year of the permit. 

4. The transferable permit shall be hung from the rearview mirror of your vehicle. 

 This permit may be transferred by its owner only. 

 This permit is valid until the date specified on the permit. 

5. Additional information: 

 One permit per residential unit. Additional permits may be obtained upon special request 

(maximum two per unit). 

 

City of Plymouth, Michigan 
 
Overnight On-Street Parking Ordinance Information 
SECTION 70-93 
Parking on any public street court, or alley within the city limits is hereby prohibited between the 
hours of 3:00 am and 6:00 am with the exception of Sundays and holidays. 
INTENT: 
It is the intent of the City of Plymouth to keep streets as clear as possible between the hours 
of 3:00 am and 6:00 am.  Fewer vehicles on the street during these times provides for better 
street maintenance in the form of cleaning and snow removal.  In addition, clear streets 
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promote crime deterrence and offer the police department better visibility while conducting 
neighborhood patrols. 
POLICY: 
Parking on any public street court, or alley within the city limits is prohibited between the hours 
of 3:00 am and 6:00 am with the exception of Sundays and holidays (70-93).   
Tickets paid with 48 hours (including weekends and holidays) are reduced by $15.  Tickets may 
be paid in person at  City Hall located at 201 S. Main St, at the drop box in the Lobby of City 
Hall, at the drive through drop box at the Library, or online at Point and Pay use jurisdiction 
code 3275.  Tickets are subject to $10 late fee if not paid within 14 days.  Early Pay and Late 
Fees are NON-Negotiable. 
 

 
 
 
Permit Information-Permanent On-Street Parking 
 
The City Manager is authorized to establish procedures for the issuance of permits for parking 
overnight on city streets and municipal parking lots (70-95). 
The City Manager has designated that the Police Department shall have charge of the 
application for overnight on-street and residential parking permits.  Further, the Police 
Department shall conduct all necessary investigations to determine need for overnight on-street 
residential parking permits. 
Applications for Overnight Parking Permits are available at the Police Department front counter 
within City Hall or online parking permit application. 
Applications must be completed in their entirety and submitted with all required 
documentation.  Completed applications will then be turned over to the Police Department's 
Ordinance Officer to review and investigate the need for a permit per this policy. 
It shall be the policy of the City and required that the vehicles shall fill all available parking 
spaces, as determined by the building code for vehicles including the garage and driveways.  A 
parking space shall be considered available if the original construction was for the parking of a 
vehicle.  This includes garage space that is being used for storage and not available for vehicle 
parking.  If garage space is being used for storage it shall be included in the available parking 
spaces for that residence. Be advised that driveway space, garage space, the number of 
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vehicles and the size of vehicles are all taken into consideration during the permit process. 
 
In order to receive a parking permit, all vehicles must be registered to the residence address 
requesting the permit.  Further, the driver's license of the person requesting the permit must 
show a valid City of Plymouth address for the location in question. 
There shall be a $25.00 fee paid to the City of Plymouth for Overnight Parking Permits.  This fee 
shall be used to cover the cost of the permit as well as processing the permit and the necessary 
Ordinance Officer investigation related to the permit.  Permits for on-street parking are valid 
from July 1 through June 30. (Prorated by application date).  
When a parking permit is approved, the permit must be properly attached to the bottom left side 
of the rear bumper. (Make sure the bumper is clean and then wiped with rubbing alcohol before 
placing the permit on the bumper.) Be advised, this permit does not allow for parking in 
undesignated areas and does not guarantee an on-street parking space during special events 
(i.e.; Fall Festival, Art in the Park, etc.).  
 
Permits are renewed annually in June for those residents that have had a permit in the past 
year, however, documentation for the permit will still be checked during the renewal process, by 
checking the same information that is needed for the application process. 
 
Allowances to Parking on Street-TEMPORARY On-Street Parking 
 
It is understood that specific situations arise from time to time in which overnight on-street 
parking may be necessary.  Such situations are considered temporary and infrequent.  They 
may include emergencies, home or driveway construction, and out-of-town guests.  To facilitate 
this need, the Temporary Overnight Parking List has been established to provide authorization 
for such temporary and infrequent situations. 
Temporary overnight parking authorization will be limited to no more than 14 days in a calendar 
month.  In extreme cases, additional days may be permitted at the discretion of  the Chief of 
Police or his designee. 
There is now a new online portal to enter your information into the Temporary Overnight Parking 
List.  This information is automatically sent to the Plymouth Community Communications 
Center (PCCC).  The website is available at: Online Overnight Parking System 
 
 
 
 
 


